
Stein, Ray & Harris
The Firm: A “well-oiled machine,” according to
market commentators, the most successful con-
struction law boutique in Illinois now has 20
lawyers working out of its sole office in Chicago.
Representing design professionals, contractors
and owners, the group has tried or arbitrated an
impressive range of multimillion dollar disputes.
In one of the highest stakes designer liability cases

to be tried in Illinois in recent years, the firm pre-
vailed on behalf of Knight Architects Engineers
Planners in litigation over two deaths and five
injuries arising from the 1993 steel collapse at the
new Chicago Post Office. The team’s caseload also
includes advice on contract negotiations, insur-
ance procurement and analysis, and claim avoid-
ance and licensing. The firm is currently active in
assisting the University of Chicago with its huge
construction program, refining some of the
design and construction contracts it originally
drafted, and recently arbitrated a $12 million
claim against underwriters at Lloyd’s.
The Lawyers: The firm’s esteemed rainmaker
Steven Stein (see below) is said to have “tremen-
dous name recognition.” A prolific lecturer, he is
acknowledged by peers to combine “thorough
knowledge of the law” with “a wonderful strategic
capability to work through a dispute.” He was espe-
cially singled out to researchers for his outstand-
ing advocacy. Stephen Ray (see below) also

received consistent market recommendation. His
caseload has encompassed general consulting ser-
vices for contractors and design professionals, and
complex litigation. He acted as lead counsel in a
$7.5 million breach of contract claim brought by
one of the country’s largest general contractors
against a structural steel subcontractor. 
The Clients: The firm is currently active in
assisting the University of Chicago with its huge
construction program, refining some of the
design and construction contracts it originally
drafted, and recently arbitrated a $12 million
claim against underwriters at Lloyd’s. Among its
clients can be found: Pepsi Bottling Company;
Dominican University; AIMCO; Bovis-Lend
Lease; Chicago Bridge & Iron Company; Clark
Construction Group; Hunt Corporation;
McShane Construction; Gilbane Building Com-
pany; Walsh Construction Company; Graycor;
Jacobs Engineering Group; Fluor; Black & Veatch
and Pizza Hut. 
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� STEIN, RAY & HARRIS

Leading individuals (Construction)
� STEIN Steven Stein, Ray & Harris
� RAY Stephen Stein, Ray & Harris

Firms and individuals are listed alphabetically in each band.

PROFILES
RAY, Stephen E
Stein, Ray & Harris, Chicago 
312 641 3700
ser@steinrayharris.com

Recommended in Construction
Specialization: Partner in Construction
Law Practice that provides consulting ser-
vices on a nationwide basis, to contrac-
tors and design professionals. He special-
izes in handling complex construction
design disputes including construction
defect, construction delay, active interfer-
ence, and mechanics liens claims.
Prof. Memberships: Chicago Bar Associ-

ation; Builders Association of Greater
Chicago; Chicago Building Congress
(member, Professional Services Divi-
sion); Construction Financial Managers
Association; Design-Build Institute of
America.
Career: Admitted to Illinois Bar (1981).
A partner of Stein, Ray & Harris since the
firm’s inception in 1991.
Personal: Received a JD from Cornell
University in 1981 and a BA (magna cum
laude) from Colgate University in 1978.

STEIN, Steven GM
Stein, Ray & Harris, Chicago 
312 641 3700
sgms@steinrayharris.com

Recommended in Construction
Specialization: Firm partner and leading
authority in construction law; specializes
in trial and arbitration of complex design
and construction matters; works exten-
sively in the drafting and negotiation of
design and construction related agree-
ments.
Prof. Memberships: Chicago and Amer-
ican Bar Associations; American College

of Real Estate Lawyers; American College
of Construction Lawyers (Fellow and
Member); Design-Build Institute of
America.
Career: Admitted to Wisconsin Bar
(1976), Illinois (1978); Supreme Court
(1980). Partner since the firm’s inception.
Publications: Editor in Chief: ‘Construc-
tion Law’ and ‘AIA Legal Citator’, 1993.
Personal: Received a JD from University
of Chicago (1976; BA from the University
of Wisconsin (1973).




